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Producer notes The clock moves to 2pm. David Cullen picks up his baton and in 

the next three hours we dive into a world of great talent. By the end of the three 

hours we will have recorded four songs. This process would continue over the next 

three months, the first session being at Air Studios on the 28th May 2010 and the 

next two a month apart in Abbey Road Studios on July 21st and the 12th of August. 

In between these sessions new songs are discussed and the arrangements written. 

This is a record in the grand tradition. It’s not for the faint-hearted or unskilled. To 

make a record like this is rare, the reason is not just expense but talent, and you 

need great talent in all areas to make this work. From musicians, engineers and 

technicians, it’s a fantastic collaboration of skills, the results are for you to hear. 

Paul is too modest, but I can say that he is one of the great artists of our generation. 

His musical instinct and talent is scary. His singing is mature, involving, surprising 

and he has that rare, rare talent of being able to create magic. David Cullen has 

also applied his great skills and talent in creating these great interpretations of 

the songs that we chose to record. I had a discussion with Paul recently where he 

was talking about how records in the 50s, 60s, and early 70s were done in this 

way, and that they captured a moment. This record has that feeling. Modern day 

records are done in a much more controlled environment, usually backing tracks, 

vocals and overdubs are all done separately. Here on this record the performances 

are all done together. This is a special record, I hope you enjoy it as much as I have 

and I look forward to Paul putting on many different hats in the future. To Paul, 

David and all the musicians, engineers and technicians involved in this project, a 

massive thank you.        - Peter Van Hooke





The phone rang at the crack of noon. “Hi, David, P.V.H. here.” A few months earlier, after a 
gap of some twenty years, Peter van Hooke and I had run into each other in the Six Bells pub 
in Chiddingly, and along with catching up we had both expressed an interest in working 
together again. “Hello, Peter, how are you doing?” “I want to ask you, do you know a singer/
songwriter called Paul Carrack?” “No.” “He was with Mike and the Mechanics; I thought 
you might know him.” “No, sorry” - but even as I spoke the words a slight inkling arose in 
my mind of the voice that this Paul Carrack might have. “David, I think you might be the 
right person to write an orchestral album for him.” So started an exciting few months. Peter 
van Hooke sent me some of Paul’s CDs and I got to know that warm rich voice, perfectly in 
tune and with such natural soul style, and consequently showing no more than the feeblest 
pretence of reluctance I happily allowed myself to be talked into the project. Meeting 
Paul for the first time at his home studio I was impressed by his clear understanding of 
which songs were right for this particular album, and very quickly we had the first four or 
five numbers decided and the appropriate (slightly lower than usual) keys chosen. Peter 
had stipulated that the arrangements should be strongly orchestral, inventive with rich 
harmonies, so I went home to my piano, sharpened a pencil and started doodling. A couple 
of months and a few meetings later we were at Air Studios with the wonderful RPO, Paul 
Carrack singing his heart out in the vocal booth, and that breathtakingly beautiful sound 
that only a full symphony orchestra can provide. A truly memorable afternoon! Since I was 
already committed at that time to orchestrate a musical, we then had to take a break for 
two or three months, but as soon as I was free again we quickly got organised for sessions 
2 and 3, this time in the sacred ground of Abbey Road. Paul sang a storm, and again the 
RPO played magnificently having more chance to demonstrate their ability to understand 
the nuances of several different styles of popular music - particularly jazz phrasing. I will 
never cease to be amazed by that mixture of great skill and quiet anonymity shown by 
orchestral musicians, coupled with unwavering patience and friendliness. Truly the unsung 
heroes of the music world! You have probably bought this album because you already know 
Paul Carrack and the way he can deliver a song, and you will not be disappointed - his 
vocals on this are masterful. Enjoy! For my part it was a thrill to be allowed to treat the 
songs exactly as I saw fit and to be given an orchestra to write for, and I sincerely thank 
Paul and P.V.H. for the amazing trust that they placed in me. - David Cullen
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Smith, Christopher Dean Bass trombone Paul Frost.
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with the RPO
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